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Abstract. This paper presents a numerical study of the heat transfer in the exhaust pipe of a diesel power generator to 

determine the exhaust gas temperature profiles. The numerical simulations were performed for the engine operating 

under the loads of 0, 10, 20 and 40 kW. The Ansys CFX software was used to solve the conservation and transport 

equations of the turbulent fluid flow. The k-omega SST turbulence model was used, along with literature correlations 

for the convection heat transfer coefficients. The numerical results for heat transfer in exhaust gas were compared with 

literature data. The results revealed that the temperature gradient increased with increasing load applied to the 

engine, causing enlargement of the temperature profiles due to increased temperature and reduced mass flow rate of 

the exhaust gas. It was also found that the temperature profiles are significantly altered by recirculation of fluid flow 

caused by adverse pressure gradients. The results showed good agreement with literature data. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Due to recent climate changes and human actions that accelerate and enhance these changes and the possible 

scarcity of fossil fuels, every year increases the need to develop more efficient and less polluting engines (Drenth et al., 

2014). In this scenario, the research in internal combustion engines have given special focus to exhaust systems. 

Quantitative information on the heat transfer in the exhaust system are important both for engine design as for predict 

the efforts to which the engine will be subjected (Caton and Heywood, 1981). Furthermore, the precise knowledge of 

the gas temperature is useful in determining suitable location devices such as catalysts, turbochargers or thermal electric 

generator. Studies verified that heat transfer in the exhaust gases substantially affects the catalyst functioning. Kandylas 

and Stamatelos (1999) concluded that the heat transfer in the exhaust system could be addressed as a solution of passive 

heating of the catalyst allowing a low level of emissions in the cold start of spark ignition engines. According to Gasser 

and Rybick (2013) the temperature is the fundamental parameter to control the efficiency of the catalyst and therefore 

the catalyst must be provided with a sufficiently high temperature for a short time after starting the engine. Models can 

be used to simulate the condition of gases, particularly regarding its behavior with temperature. 

For Kesgin (2005), since usually the exhaust system does not present high temperatures and very complex gas flow 

phenomena, transfer rates and pressure losses can be optimized to improve engine performance and reduce the power 

loss by the exhaust system. Rakopoulos, Andritsakis and Hountalas (1995) used the finite difference method (FDM) to 

study heat transfer and fluid dynamics of the exhaust gases flow in internal combustion engines. The authors verified 

the availability of energy contained in the gas and its influence on the performance of a diesel engine. Rakopoulos, 

Kosmadakis and Pariotis (2010) used a CFD (Computational Fluid Dynamics) commercial software to the more generic 

formulation of heat transfer problem in internal combustion engines, in order to obtain a method able to predict the 

mechanism heat transfer of engines in different configurations. The heat transfer in exhaust systems is directly related to 

the gases emissions and to the thermal efficiency of a combustion engine. Aware of this problem, Sekavcnik et al. 

(2012) used a commercial CFD software to evaluate the exergy destruction in the engine, and found that 25% of the 

engine exergy is destroyed in the flow of exhaust gases. Because of the importance of determining the temperature 

profiles in the exhaust duct, Brito, Andrade and Sodré (2014) used the MDF techniques to solve the energy equation in 

the flow of exhaust gases, modeling the exhaust gases as air with constant properties and considering laminar and fully 

developed flow. Subsequently, Brito, Maia and Sodré (2014) improved the model to solve the energy equation 

proposing a turbulent profile for the velocity and air properties varying with temperature. 

The main objective of this paper is to study the behavior of the exhaust gases of a diesel power generator using CFD 

techniques. The commercial software Ansys CFX ® was used to solve the governing equations of the turbulent flow. 

The simulation was performed considering the exhaust gases as a combination of six species of combustion products, 

for engine operation under loads from 0 to 40 kW. 
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2. PROBLEM FORMULATION 

 

The exhaust system is one of the main engine power sinks, where about 30% of energy from combustion is lost 

(Pulkabrek, 1997). The heat loss through the exhaust system affects the engine efficiency and the emission levels. The 

determination of the heat lost could help to improve the thermal efficiency, through the use of energy recovery devices, 

and to optimize the catalytic converter and devices, reducing engine emission levels. The energy carried by the exhaust 

gases can be evaluated from the analysis of the internal fluid flow. 

In this paper, it was simulated an exhaust pipe of a diesel engine. The geometric parameters used in the analysis 

were obtained from an experimental prototype, shown in Fig. 1a. The computational domain and exhaust pipe 

dimensions are shown in Fig. 1b and Fig. 1c, respectively. 

 

  
(a) (b) 

 
(c) 

Figure 1. Exhaust pipe: (a) physical domain, (b) computational domain and (c) exhaust pipe dimensions 

 

2.1 Governing equations 

 

The equations governing the fluid flow are the mass, momentum and the energy conservation equations 

(Minkowycz; Sparrow and Murthy, 2006), and the transport equations for the turbulent properties: 

 

 Mass conservation equation (White, 2006): 
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 Momentum conservation equation (White, 2006): 
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Where stress tensor is given by (White, 2006): 
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 Energy conservation equation (White, 2006): 
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Where heat flux is given by (White, 2006): 
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And the viscous dissipation function is (White, 2006): 
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The K-ω SST model was used to evaluate the turbulent properties (Veersteg and Malalasekera, 2007). For the 

turbulent kinetic energy (K): 
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For the turbulent frequency (ω): 
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The constants 0,1K , 0,21,  , 17,12,  , 44,02  , and 083,02B  are defined empirically. 

 

2.2 Calculation of exhaust gas composition 

 

The determining of exhaust gas composition can be made concerning chemical equilibrium composition and 

complete diesel combustion. The diesel products combustion involve more 232 species, among them those with higher 

concentration and that can be used in fluid flow along the exhaust pipe are: (1) CO2; (2) H2O; (3) N2; (4) O2; (5) CO2; 

and (6) H2; (Rakopoulos et al., 1994). The stoichiometric complete combustion reaction of hydrocarbon fuel is 

(Heywood, 1988) 
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Where 
ix  mole fraction of the i th component and 

pn  is mole number of products. For the diesel fuel modeled as 

docecano, n , m  and r  assumes the values 12, 26 and 0, respectively. 

To solve the seven unknowns used, additional equations, the five balanced equations of carbon (Eq. 11), hydrogen 

(Eq. 12), oxygen (Eq. 13), nitrogen (Eq. 14) and mole fraction sum, assist in solving this problem. 
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And the chemical equilibrium constant pK , equations in Eq. (16) and Eq. (15), defined as a function of 

temperature, complete the seven equations needed for solve the mole fractions (Ferguson and Kirkpatrick, 2001). 
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3. NUMERICAL METHODOLOGY 

 

The governing equations were solved using the commercial software Ansys CFX® 14.5. The computational domain 

was the pipe geometry showed in Fig. 1b, considering 3-D steady state fluid flow. 

The fundamental hypotheses adopted are: 

 

 Exhaust gas with six species; 

 Incompressible flow; 

 Turbulent flow; 

 Turbulence model: K-ω SST; 

 

The boundary conditions adopted are: 

 

 In the outlet, relative static pressure of 0 Pa;  

 Conditions for non-slip walls; 

 Constant mass flow rate at the inlet, given by 

experimental data; 

 Constant temperature at the inlet, given by 

experimental data; 

 Prescribed heat transfer coefficient in the duct 

walls; 

 Ambient temperature of 27°C; 

 

Experimental data from literature (Morais et al.. 2013) used in the numerical simulations are described in Table 1, 

collected with the diesel engine-generator set operating under loads of 0, 10, 20 and 40 kW. 

 

Table 1. Entry conditions used in numerical simulations 

 

Measured variable Size unit Values obtained 

Nominal power kW 0 10 20 40 

Ambient temperature °C 27 27 27 27 

Inlet temperature of exhaust gas °C 149,4 239,4 332,1 598,3 

Mass flow of exhaust gas kg/h 148,4 144,7 142,7 133,0 

 

A mesh test was carried out, starting from a coarse mesh and reducing the element size by a constant factor. The 

mesh tests and numerical simulation was performed for different engine operating loads. 

 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Using the conditions previously stated, a mesh test was carried out, starting from a coarse mesh and reducing the 

element size by a constant factor. The mesh tests and numerical simulation were performed for different engine 

operating loads. The reference point to evaluate the problem convergence was the point located 150 mm from the exit 

and 0.1 mm from the wall. Table 2 shows the test performed at 0 kW load, and Figure 2 shows the final mesh for this 

situation. 
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Table 2. Mesh tests results 

 

RMS MESH ELEMENTS NODES TEMPERATURE [K] VELOCITY [m/s] 

10
-6 

1 772200 789633 401,20 8,27 

2 519491 531960 401,19 8,26 

3 217022 223110 401,17 8,24 

4 169488 174125 400,92 8,24 

10
-5 

1 772200 789633 401,20 8,27 

2 519491 531960 401,19 8,26 

3 217022 223110 401,16 8,24 

4 169488 174125 400,92 8,24 

 

  
 

Figure 2. Mesh 

 

Mesh 1 was defined as the mesh to be used in the simulations, using the proposed criterion. The simulation required 

14 h 23 minutes to be concluded. The velocity profiles obtained for different engine operating loads are shown in Fig. 3. 

 

  
(a) (b) 

  
(c) (d) 

Figure 3. Velocity profiles for engine loads: (a) 0, (b) 10, (c) 20 and (d) 40 Kw  
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It can be seen that the general form of the velocity profiles of the behavior remained unchanged with the increasing 

engine load, even with a reduction on the mass flow rate. As shown in Fig. 3, the non-uniformity of velocity profiles 

along the axial direction indicates that the fluid flow is not fully developed, expected behavior due to the change of 

direction imposed by the duct curve. This changing of direction of the fluid flow promotes an adverse pressure gradient 

and a consequent detachment of the fluid recirculation right after the curve, as shown in Fig. 4a. 

 

  
(a) (b) 

 

Figure 4. (a) Streamline of velocity for engine load operating 40 kW and (b) Growth rate of mass flow and density 

for different engine operating load 

 

The average velocity increases with the load, in spite of the reduction of mass flow rate (Table 1). This behavior can 

be explained by the reduction of the average density, significantly greater than the reduction of the mass flow rate, as 

can be seen in Fig. 4b.  

The temperature profiles obtained are shown in the Fig. 5. It is possible to verify that, with the increase of the load 

and a consequent increase in inlet temperature of the exhaust gases, the average temperature also increases.  

 

  
(a) (b) 

  
(c) (d) 

Figure 5. Temperature profiles for engine loads: (a) 0, (b) 10, (c) 20 and (d) 40 kW 
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It can be seen that the profile of temperature before the curve (points P1 and P2) is more uniform than after the 

curve (points P3, P4 and P5). This behavior is explained by the recirculation and detachment of the fluid next to the 

curve. Figure 6 presents the temperature field on the domain, showing the influence of these effects on the temperature. 

 

 
Figure 6. Temperature field for engine load operating 40 kW 

 

Figure 7 shows the evolution of velocity profiles, temperature and density with engine load increases. As discussed, 

the average values of velocity and temperature increase with the load, and the density decreases with the load. 

 

   
(a) (b) (c) 

Figure 7. Changes in (a) velocity profile, (b) temperature and (c) density with increasing engine load 

 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

 

In this paper it was performed a numerical analysis of the exhaust gas of a diesel power generator. Ansys CFX® was 

used to solve the conservation equations of mass, momentum and energy, and the transport equations for the turbulent 

properties. The temperature and velocity profiles were obtained in the exhaust pipe of the engine, for different loads (0, 

10, 20 and 40 kW).  

Experimental data were used as inlet boundary condition. As the load increases, the mass flow rate decreased. 

However, the average velocities also increased, due to a great reduction observed on the density. The general form of 

the velocity profile, nevertheless, did not significantly change with the load. The average temperatures increased with 

the load, due to an increase on the inlet temperature observed experimentally. It was also observed that the temperature 

profiles are strongly influenced by the curve imposed on the pipe, since the heat transfer is maximized in this region 

leading to higher temperature gradients.  
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